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CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 11174 

E.O. 11652: GDSC 
TAGS: PDIP, PN, BE, EEC 

SUBJECT: BELGIAN SUPPORT FOR NEW PANAMA TREATIES 

REF STATE 21 1564 

WE GOT IN TOUCH WITH FOREIGN MINISTER S CHEF DE CABINET 
CAHEN THE MORNING OF SEPTEMBER 3 AND MADE APPROACH ALONG 
LINES REFTEL, CAHEN SAID THAT IT WAS UNFORTUNATE THAT THE 
TIME WAS SO SHORT SINCE BELGIUM, IN ITS ROLE AS EC PRESI- 
DENT, WOULD HAVE WISHED TO GET AN EXPRESSION OF APPROVAL 
OF ALL THE EC NINE FOR THE PANAMA SETTLEMENT. NEVERTHE- 
LESS, CAHEN TOLD US THAT THE BELGIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD 
ISSUE AN APPROPRIATE STATEMENT OF SUPPORT FOR THE NEW 
PANAMA TREATIES. HE WAS NOT SURE OF THE EXACT FORM THIS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT WOULD TAKE - BE IT A SEPARATE 
STATEMENT FROM BRUSSELS OR JUST THE BELGIAN OBSERVER AT 
THE SEPTEMBER 7 OAS CEREMONY GOING ALONG WITH A 
GENERAL DECLARATION. CAHEN PROMISED TO INFORM US OF THEIR 
FINAL DECISION ON FORM AND ASKED THAT WE PROVIDE THEM 
TEXTS OF ANY FINAL GENERAL DECLARATION. OLSEN 
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